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The following advice for the Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm Screening Programme, has been 
produced in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. It has been informed by PHE and other 
expert clinicians within the NHS and NHS England and Improvement.  

 

Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm Screening Programme 

FAQs: Guidance for the Public 
 
My screening appointment has been cancelled, what should I do? 
You do not need to do anything and should await further communication from your local AAA 
screening service.  You will be sent another appointment by the service as soon as it is safe 
to do so. If the rescheduled appointment is not convenient you will be able to contact the 
local service and change it.  
 
I have an AAA and my surveillance scan is due. Will I still receive an appointment? 

No. Any appointment you may have for the future has been cancelled.  Men in surveillance 
with a small or medium aneurysm will have increased cardiovascular risk and so are at 
greater risk from COVID-19 than from having a ruptured AAA. You should follow government 
guidelines on social distancing and stay at home.  As soon as it is safe to reschedule 
screening you will be contacted and sent another appointment. 
 
How long will it be until I receive a further invitation? 
The AAA screening service will only send screening appointments when the advice from the 
government says that it is safe to do so.  The screening service has details of all men that 
were or are due to be invited, so you do not need to do anything. 
 
I have not received an invitation for AAA screening, what should I do? 
You do not need to do anything.  All men turning 65 will be sent an appointment for 
screening in due course.  The AAA screening service will only send screening appointments 
when the advice from the government says that it is safe to do so. 
  
Following AAA screening, I have been referred for surgery.  I have not heard anything.  
What should I do? 
From 15 April 2020, all routine NHS surgery will have been cancelled. The hospital will 
contact you as soon as they are able to do so. If you have an AAA and you develop 
symptoms of severe, persistent abdominal or lower back pain (or both) you should call an 
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ambulance immediately. You must tell the paramedics/any medical staff that you have an 
AAA found through screening.  
 
What is the NHS helpline number we can access to provide additional advice? 
Go to NHS Online or dial ‘111’ for additional advice.  
 
 
 


